Applegate Valley Historical Society 
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CPO Box 3122 
Applegate, Oregon 97530 


November 2001 Newsletter 


It is with deep sorrow that I inform you about our resent loss. 
Myrtle Krouse, the Applegate Valley Historical Society founder, passed 
away on Tuesday October 9, 2001. She will be greatly missed but NOT 
forgotten. 

I want to dedicate this month’s newsletter to Myrtle. 

Within this, you will find several articles pertaining to her. I know that 
the information I’m passing along won’t even begin to scratch the 
surface of all the things that Myrtle has done for the Applegate Valley. It 
would take a long time to compile everything that she has accomplished. 
She was a remarkable woman, and meant a great deal to those that knew 
and loved her. I know this lengthy, but Myrtle holds a special place in 
my heart and I am doing this in admiration of her. She was a person of 
many talents and wisdom. 


When the Museum finally opened in May 1997, Myrtle had some 
of her many things on display. Along with those things was a paper that 
told about her life. I’ve enclosed that write up for you. 

If it hadn’t been for her driving force and persistence we would not 
have the Applegate Valley Historical Society today. She would get a 
little frustrated with all the County hoops that we needed to jump 
through. She attended several meetings with Sue Kupillas, (one of the 
Jackson County Commissioners that helped achieve Myrtle’s goal), and 
other county folks, trying to figure out the fastest and easiest way to get 
things rolling to start the historical society and open the museum. These 
meetings were over several years, but Myrtle kept after it. Where would 
we have been without her? Not here as a society today! 


It was a proud day for Myrtle when we held the Grand opening on 
May 10, 1997. Check out the pictures, isn’t she cute? 

Myrtle wrote a story on how the Museum came about. We have it 
in pamphlet form at our Museum for our visitors. I reformatted it for you 
to have also. 


Thank you Myrtle Krouse for everything you’ve done 
for the Applegate Valley. We will miss you but never 
forget you. 


This brings me to the items at hand. The November meeting is our 
Annual one. It’s time for dues again. It also brings the election of 
officers and board. At this time the following people have agreed to 
these positions: President — Bill Dunlap, Vice President — Alice 
Matheny, Secretary/Treasurer — Barbara Niedermeyer, Board — John 
Black, Steve Decker and Cathy Dunlap. A Big Thank you to these folks 
for volunteering for this job. 

The meeting will be November 17, 2001 at 1:00 PM at the 
Museum. Please bring your own chair. 

Phil Krouse has offered us the chance to see the pictures that were at 
Myrtle’s service. I hope you can come and see them. 

As you know Myrtle was our historian. What I would like to try for 
awhile, is get some stories from you about the Applegate Valley. They 
don’t have to be long but I do require that your name be on them. You 
can submit as many you’d like and as often as you would like. Please 
send them to the post office box. Ill be looking for them. 

See you on the 17" with a chair at the Museum. 


Have a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season. 


Barbara Niedermeyer 
AVHS Sec/Tres. 


Applegate Valley Historical Society 
15050 Hwy 238 
CPO Box 3122 
Applegate, Oregon 97530 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


This part is your receipt. Thank you for being part of the society. Your 
dues will be up again in November of next year, you will be sent a reminder. 
Costs: 1 person $10.00 2 people $15.00 family $20.00. 

Watch for our newsletter every other month. 


Members name: 


additional family: 


Address: 
Amount paid $ Date paid 
AVHS Membership 
Please return this portion with your check. Thank you. 
1 person $10.00 2 people $15.00 family $20.00 
Enclosed is my check for $ payable to Applegate Valley 
Historical Society. 
PLEASE PRINT 


Members name: 
additional family, 


Address: 


Phone: Date paid 


ees See ree oe 
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| Obituaries. 


Mail Tribune, Friday, October 12, 2001 
_ Mall Inbune, rriaay, VCtobet a 


Myrtle lvy Krouse 


The-.funeral service for Myrtle 
Ivy Krouse will be:at 1 p.m. Satur- 
day at’ Hull. & Hull Chapel in 
Grants Pass. The Rev. Earl Best 
will officiate. Interment will fol- 
low at Missouri Flat Cemetery. 

Mrs. Krouse, 83, of Grants Pass, 
died Tuesday (Oct. 9, 2001) at her 
home. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Oregon 4-H Youth Foun- 
dation, 119 Ballard Hall, Corval- 
lis, OR 97330 or to the Applegate 
Historical Society, 15050 Highway 
238, P.O, Box 3122, Applegate, OR 


_ 97530.: 
She was born on July 8, 1918, in - 


Wheeler, Ark. a daughter of 
William and Lola (Cross) Burns. In 


1925 she moved with her family to 


Oregon, first to Bend, then to 
Applegate. On Oct. 10, 1934, she 
married Francis Albert Krouse, 
who preceded her in death. 

Mrs. Krouse and her husband 
owned and operated Krouse 


Ranch. 


She was a member of the Ore- 
gon Cowbells, (Oregon Cattle- 
man’s Auxiliary), Garden Club 
and the Home Economics Unit. 
She was a lifelong 4-H leader and 


“taught sewing and cooking. She 


was the founding member of the 
Applegate Historical Society and 
was instrumental in establishing 
the Applegate Museum. : 
Mrs. Krouse enjoyed sewing 
knitting, carving and gardening. 
Survivors include two sons, 
Phil, Grants Pass, and Francis A., 
Medford; five grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren. She was 


. preceded in death by two sisters: 


and a brother. 
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Myrtle Ivy Krouse 


Myrtle Ivy Krouse, ‘83, of 


Grants Pass died Tuesday, Oct. 9, 
2001, at her home: 

A funeral service will be held at 
1 p.m. Saturday at Hull & Hull 
Chapel, with the Rev. Earl Best 
officiating. Interment will follow 
at Missouri Flat Cemetery. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Oregon 4H Youth Foundation, 
119 Ballard Hall, Corvallis, OR 
97331; or to the Applegate Histori- 
cal Society, 500.Sunny Valley 
Loop, Sunny Valley, OR 97497. . 

Krouse was born Jilly 3, 1918, in 


Wheeler, Ark. She moved with her’ ° 


family to Bend in 1925, and later 
settled in the Applegate. Valley. On 
Oct..10; 1934, in Medford, she.mar- 
ried Francis Albert Krouse, who 


‘died Oct. 26, 1990. They owned and 


.-0perated Krouse Ranch. 


She was,a 4H leader for many 


years and taught sewing and cook- 


, ing to 4H clubs in the Applegate * 


‘Valley. She was a founding mem- 


ber of the Applegaté Valley Histor- - 
ical Society and helped establish 


the Applegate Museum.. She was; 


8 A — DAILY. COURIER, Grants Pass, Oregon ¢ 


also a member of the.Oregon' Cow? nae 


bells (Oregon Cattlemen’s Auxil- 


Home Economics Unit.. : 


_ She. enjoyed sewing, knitfing,' A 
~~. carving, gardening and nature. 
~~ Survivors include two sons, Phil*’: 


‘Krouise of Grants Pass, and Fran- 
cis A. Krouse: I of Medford; five 
grandchildren -and -six--great- 
_ grandchildren. ; ; a 


~ dary), the Garden Club and the ~ 


The Applegate Valley Historical Society 
Welcomes 
you to the 


Myrtle Ivy Burns Krouse 


Exhibit — 


s On July 3, 1918 Myrtle was born to William Henry Burns and Lola Bernice 
Cross Burns near Wheeler, Arkansas. She moved with her parents and 
sisters, Lois and Edith, to Bend. Oregon. In 1924 the family, with the 
addition of a baby boy, Edward, moved to the Applegate Valley. 


Tragically, her Mother passed away when Myrtle was 9 years old. As a result 
the children were placed in the homes of those who were willing to help raise 
a child. Normally through the goodness of their hearts, need of 
companionship or to work in their homes or on ranches. So, at 9 years of age 
she began to take care of the needs of others to survive. 


As the story goes, at one time young Myrtle helped look after a very pregnant 
lady whose husband was afraid to leave his wife alone while he worked in 
the fields. In order to obtain an education, she made her room, board and 
school book money by cleaning and cooking for a number of families near 
schools. 


@ this determined young lady thus attended a number of schools such as 
Klamath Falls, Missouri Flat, Provolt, Applegate, Jacksonville, Ashland and 
Grants Pass. When she attended school in Grants Pass, during an assembly 
Myrtle pointed out her sister, Lois, to a classmate. He retorted “No, I know 
her she isn’t your sister, she’s an orphan”. Needless to say Myrtle felt very 


alone and abandoned. Myrtle gained a great appreciation for books and 
education at an early age because she worked so very hard to gain knowledge 
about the world around her. She has become a “cracker jack” crossword 
puzzle whiz and avid reader. This probably accounts for her lovely 
collections and memories she is graciously sharing with you today. 


It is also perhaps this early part of her life that molded Myrtle into a woman 

who has always given of her time to such activities as the 4-H Club, for more 

years than her family can count, the “Garden Club” and Applegate Library 

Board. Many of the lives of the children and adults in the Applegate Valley 
e community and beyond have been touched by her many years of service. 


All the while, she cared for her family and worked lovingly beside her 
husband, Francis. Myrtle, at the age of sixteen, married a local gent by the 
name of Francis Albert Krouse on October 10, 1934. They honeymooned at 
Hunter’s Hot Springs, near Lakeview. At the age of seventeen (1935) she 
and another women cooked for a crew of forty men on the Bill Hotchkiss 
Ranch at Valley Falls, Oregon. Francis wrangled the horse teams at 4 am 
each morming as Myrtle readied the 6 am breakfast for the “ZX” at 
Chewaucan Marsh. 


Myrtle and Francis were blessed with two sons. Francis Albert II was born 
November 4, 1938 and Philip Roy on November 19, 1941. Francis Jr. has 
two daughters, Marlisa “Lisa” and Angela “Angel”, one grandson and four 
granddaughters. Philip, who now runs the family ranch, has three children, 
Stacey, Lori and John. : 


In the mid 30’s Myrtle and Francis together logged timber and had lumber 

sawed at a local mill to build their home where Myrtle still lives. They 

moved into their own home in November of 1938, shortly before the birth of 

Francis Jr.. Up to that time they had lived next door with the parents of 

Francis, Albert and Dora Krouse. The older Krouse’s moved in, shortly ® 
thereafter, with the young couple and their growing family because a leaky 

roof made the original house “unlivable”. Francis fixed the roof and 
eventually Albert and Dora moved back home. 


In the summer of 1943 Albert Krouse and Fred Surran peeled the logs for the 
“Krouse Cabin” high up on Grayback Mountain. The cabin was completed 
on August 14, 1944, V. J. Day. Six men worked on the cabin and christened 


it, with hard to get whiskey. They were Orr, Harry and George Brown; Fred 
Surran and Albert and Francis Krouse. This is one celebration Myrtle 
missed. The cabin is occupied by the next generation of Krouse’s during 
hunting season and on special occasions. 


Francis and Myrtle farmed Krouse Ranch for fifty-five years along with a 
place at Stronghold near Tulelake from 1938 to 1951. In the beginning they 
milked cows by hand and then converted to beef cattle on a commercial cow- 
calf operation incorporating grazing rights on Billy and Blue Mountains for 
the spring range and Greyback Mountain in the summer. This practice 


continues today. 


Although it has shrunk in the last few years, Myrtle has always raised a big 
garden and an orchard. She has canned literally hundreds of jars of 

© vecetables, fruits, jams, jellies, butters and preserves to feed the family 
through out the years. A once prominent citizen of Applegate presented her 
with a pickle crock you see today saying “You need this because you make 
the best pickles in the valley”. They kept up to three hundred laying hens. 
From the egg profits they bought groceries. The family cows contributed 
milk from which Myrtle made butter, cottage cheese coupled with Francis’s 
expertise at curing homegrown pigs; freezing beef ; venison and an 
occasional elk they literally lived off the land with a very small cash outlay 
for staples. 


The Krouse’s have seen many bleak times on the Applegate but probably the 
worst have been the floods. They have reclaimed damaged farmland in 1927, 

1947, 1964, 1974 and now in 1997. Myrtle supported Francis as he lobbied 

locally and finally nationally for the Applegate Dam Project. 


On October 26, 1990, Francis Albert Krouse passed away leaving behind a 
oyal wife, sons, grandchildren and great-grandchildren and countless friends. 
O one misses him more than Myrtle. 


As you enter the museum you will share with Myrtle her love for the 
Applegate valley and all that has gone on with her life here. Notice her 
intricate wood carvings, sculptures, handwork or “fancy work” as she often 
refers to her pieces, quilting, love of flowers and birds, cooking, history and 
most of all her family. 


The life of a ranch wife, community involvement and love of this earth have 
lead Myrtle to many club memberships, organizational offices and awards. 
These include but are not limited, by any means, to 4-H Leader, Applegate 
Library Board Member and Home Extension Unit membership for 50 years 
many of those years she gave the lessons herself. She was named as a 
member of the Diamond Pioneer Award Agricultural Career Achievement 
Registry by Oregon State University in 1993. Several years earlier Francis 
Krouse received the same award. They were only the sixth couple in the state 
to each receive this award. John Krouse, grandson, say’s her “greatest 
contribution is her leadership ability. Not just in clubs and stuff but in the 


community in general”. 


Myrtle has been a driving force behind the formation of the Applegate Valley 
Historical Society, the procuring of the land, Pernoll Store building, it’s 
placement and refurbishing as a community historical museum for all to 
enjoy. 

To her family she is known as “Granny”. You know you're family if she 
says “Just call me Granny”. 


Myrtle Krouse hopes you will enjoy your visit today, many more hereafter 
and that you too will make a difference in your home, educational endeavors 


and community. 


“Granny”, you indeed have touched many lives. We salute you! 


APPLEGATE VALLEY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


FORMED: APRIL 27,1989 


LIBRARY?? NO, A MUSEUM !!! 


WRITTEN BY: MYRTLE KROUSE JANUARY 1995 


It was early in the year of 1984 when the Applegate Branch of the Jackson 
County Library system was struggling to survive that we decided to make a quilt to 
raffle for funds to keep it from going under. This quilt was sold for $328.00 and we 
were able to solve the budget problem. The rent was paid, but the ladies who kept 
the library open alternately froze or cooked, depending on the season. Roar Kjaer 
became aware of the library problems when we asked him to buy tickets for the 
quilt. He offered us a piece of land for a library, but he was always thwarted, by 
local opposition, when he went to the county for a zoning change. 

We had gone to the Jackson County Commissioners about building a library, 
but without a zoning change we were in limbo. Somehow I got to choose the spot 
for a library. I chose the place where the Grubb house had been. It is so beautiful, 
large trees, climbing roses, lilac bushes, daffodils, birds......almost a sanctuary in 
downtown Applegate! Years went by and in 1988 at a meeting in Grants Pass I 
saw one of the men from Jackson County Court whom we’d discussed the library 
with in 1984. He wanted to know what ever happened to that effort and told me I 
should pursue it. 

I called Roar Kjaer and learned that at long last he’d been given a zone 
change. We discussed the library and said his offer still stood. “Go for it”, he said. 

Meanwhile, the library ladies were less than enchanted with the land (all you 
could see was blackberry vines over mounds of rubble). Randi and Sue Lummis 
had renovated the library to be more comfortable and they didn’t want to change. 


IF NOT A LIBRARY THEN HOW ABOUT A MUSEUM ?? 
Fate stepped in about this time and Roar and Mary Kjaer brought to our 
attention the fact that the Southern Oregon Historical Society (SOHS) had declared 
William Pernoll’s old hand hewed log store, (known as the Pernoll Grange Store), 


surplus. This building had been the first general store in Applegate. They were 
going to dispose of it. 

Things just seemed to fall into place. John Pernoll arrived home from Alaska and 
agreed to give us enough land to satisfy the access needs to North Applegate Road 
which the County required. 

Gary Wheeler got us on the agenda of the SOHS meeting where it was already 
on their agenda to dispose of the store. This all happened within two days of John 
Pernoll’s arrival home. Four of us went to that meeting: John Pernoll, Mary 
Sampson, Isabel Goode and Myrtle Krouse. Since my tongue is hinged in the 
middle, I was spokesperson for the group. The SOHS agreed to give us time to 
form a legal entity so they could legally give us the building. 

The day after Sue Kapillas took office (as County Commissioner) she met with 
us about moving the building. She helped us immensely. She came to Applegate 
for hamburgers with us and to look at our site. “You’ve got your work cut out for 
you,” she told us. We then formed the Applegate Valley Historical Society 
(AVHS) on April 27,1989. 

For awhile we rattled around like marbled in the bottom of a bucket. It 
seemed no matter where we turned there was an obstacle. We even joined the 
Questers- a national organization that saves old buildings. Jinx Troon was the 
chairperson for Josephine County Chapter. “This is the first thing we’ve had that 
we can really sink our teeth into”, she said with excitement and enthusiasm. She 
thought we could be under their umbrella and use their IRS number. Then Jinx 
became ill and died. Without her leadership the Questers did nothing, so it was 
back to the drawing board. Lyn Boening helped us get our IRS number, only then 
did we learn that all the agencies, bureaus and departments in the state put their 
hands out and we were lucky if $10.00 was all they asked. 

It was a big surprise for us to learn that before we could qualify for County 
funds, we had to get 15 members to join the Oregon Historical Society (OHS). At 
that time this amounted to $300.00. Here we are peeping chickens and we have to 
feed this huge old clucking hen! 

We challenged that requirement because it seemed so unconstitutional. We 
went before the County Commission to protest; thinking we could bend the rule, 
only to learn it’s a law! A law? We don’t break the law. You’d never guess who 
got to be the spokesperson for that little sortie! It was just a stroke of luck for us 
that Lu Anthony was in the audience that day, October 25,1989. She was kind 
enough to give Isabel Goode the information she needed so we could get our 
articles of incorporation filed, and that took another marble out of the bucket. We 
were learning all about being the new kid on the block. 

Kerry Lay, at the Planning Office, helped us gain a few waivers. He put Scott 
Clay in charge of our project. There were some rumblings going on internally in 


the Planning Office, and we were called to appear before Scott Clay and Dick 
Converse. Someone seemed to think we needed more land. We explained that this 
was not Disneyland. We thought the land we had was adequate and there was no 
way we could get more. We either had a project or we didn’t, and we needed to 
know before June 2 so we could cancel a clean-up day sponsored by the 
Applegate Lions Club. They told us to go ahead with the clean up. 

On June 1,1990 a group of Applegate Garden Club ladies met at the project site 
to prune rose bushes, plum trees, etc. from the fence row. The next day the 
Applegate Lions Club arrived in force and Chuck Guches brought his tractor and 
equipment. Tuffy Decker brought his caterpillar and the clean up was really 
rolling. Chuck would push with his front-end loader against the blade of Tuffy’s 
cat and scoop up the dislodged debris and load the dump truck. It seemed that for 
years cars would leave the road and crash through the fence. The rubbish therefor 
got tossed onto this piece of land. 

Russell Elmore had told me early on that he would clean out the well, which 
was full of garbage, having been used for that until it would hold no more. The 
Lions set up a bucket brigade and filled the dump truck twice. Everyone was 
anticipating reaching the bottom of the well. Russell took a short handled shovel 
and dug earth away until water began to trickle in. Before they completed the job 
there was water in the well nearly to the top of Russell’s boots, so we have water 
for grounds maintenance once the project is finished. 

Carl Offenbacher was doing our paper work for us, and he also put them 
before the planners for us. Sue Kupillas helped us at every turn. Verlan Thomas 
worked in his spare time for months on our papers, putting together the two pieces 
of land to make one plot, then straightening up where the state highway had moved 
too far our way. Everywhere we turned, someone was helping us. Jan Pederson 
computerized our by-laws for us, which had to be submitted along with our land 
papers to the Department of Justice. 

About this time J lost the wind in my sails because sophistication in any form is 
something I shun -- paperwork boggles my mind. Thank God for Marguerite Black 
who came to my rescue. She eats this stuff up. She quieted these clamoring 
agencies with a fee here and a letter there and then initiated a formal system of 
bookkeeping and began a newsletter to stimulate more interest in the Applegate 
Valley Historical Society. 

Before we could move the store to its new home we had to pour a slab and move 
a water pipe which ran from Bill Dunlap’s well to his house next door. Bill worked 
on that detail and Don Brown dug the trench. 

Mike Offenbacher and Jim Tweddy donated the required gravel for the slab, 
and L.T.M. gave us a discount on the concrete. We hired Truman Elmore to get the 


forms ready as Danny Boone had instructed since he was familiar with County ) 
requirements. 

Being a babe in the woods, I took a fat packet of “stuff” from the planning 
office to Truman,“ Follow this” I said blithely,“ and we are home free”. Several 
days went by before the ship hit the sand. We had to go before the planners and 
maybe dig up the waterpipe. The wire we had buried with it was not blue. Five of 
us went in and the hinge in the middle of my tongue didn’t work so well, in fact, it 
didn’t work at all. We were told we had to dig up the pipe. Were we going to have 
to put a marble back in the bucket?? After some inquires around town, and an early 
moming meeting, there were some alterations made. A planner came to look the 
project over, and because we are old, decrepit and senile, we didn’t have to dig up 
the pipe-- thank God for adjustments (and senility). The permit is nailed to a tree as 
requested, and the show goes on. Danny Boone and Mike Freeburg poured the 
slab. 

The Applegate Lions (where would we be without them?), helped Ben Watts 
move the store. We had a ten car entourage, with Tuffy Decker manning two CB’s 
and help from all those concerned: State Highway, Pacific Power & Light, Dave 
Johnson; Sunnyside Cable TV, and Marguerite Black got the permit after some 50 
phone calls. The skill Tuffy demonstrated in placing the building over the slab 
should go down in the Annals of Catskinning. 

The Timber Industry donated timbers to replace the row that had rotted away 
at the base of the store. The Lions have shaped and hand hewed the timbers, and 
put them into place. (It won’t be long until the floor goes down.) We have part of 
one timber leftover, and we hope to use it for a sign. 

It may seem to some that we are at a standstill, but I like to think we are just in 
the slow lane. Our new secretary, Gary Sampson, has attended two Oregon 
Historical Society seminars held in Portland to help newly formed local historical 
societies which are springing up all over the state. 

We do not have plans formulated yet for our operation of the museum. There 
are rules we must follow if we are to continue to receive funds from the County. 

We do have the counters from John Pernoll’s store to utilize as exhibit space. 
We wonder about an old stove, cracker barrel and nail keg for a checkerboard; with 
enough space for a small meeting. Anybody know of an old Camp White stove 
around? 

We would like to thank Dana Gerhardt and B.W. Bixler for their donations. In 
consolidating nearly 10 years of activity in the store project, there is no way we 
can recognize all the persons who have helped. People are so good and willing to 
do.... But space is limited. It is our hope that sometime next year we can have a 
real whoop-de-do opening and begin some traveling exhibits from OHS. Any 
interested persons are invited to come and help us plan our programs. 


Honoree Board 
Roar & Mary Kjaer 
Myrtle Krouse 

John Pernoll 


Officers & Board Nov. 1994 / Nov. 1995 
Pres: Barbara Niedermeyer 
V Pres: Boots Meadors 
Sec/Tres: Gary Sampson 

John Black 
Bill Dunlap 
John Pernoll 
Barbara Ross 


Applegate Valley Historical Society 
Mailing address: CPO Box 3122 
Museum location: 15050 Hwy. 238 
Applegate, Oregon 

97530 


Annual membership: Nov. to Nov. 
1 person $10.00: 2 people $15.00: Family $20.00 


PLEASE PRINT: 


Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 


